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Thank you very much for choosing a NORTHERN TOOL + EQUIPMENT CO., INC. Product! 
For future reference, please complete the owner's record below:
      Model: _______________     Purchase Date: _______________
Save the receipt, warranty and these instructions. It is important that you read the entire 
manual to become familiar with this product before you begin using it. 

This machine is designed for certain applications only. Northern Tool + Equipment cannot 
be responsible for issues arising from modification. We strongly recommend this machine is 
not modified and/or used for any application other than that for which it was designed. If you 
have any questions relative to a particular application, DO NOT use the machine until you 
have first contacted Northern Tool + Equipment to determine if it can or should be performed 
on the product.  

For technical questions please call 1-800-222-5381.

INTENDED USE
Drum Cradle is designed for the economical storage, and easy handling and draining of 55 
gallon drums in the horizontal position. With these cradles the drums can be tilted from the 
upright position and then conveniently positioned for drainage into smaller containers.

GENERAL SAFETY INFORMATION

        WARNING: Drum cradle is designed for specific uses. For safe and proper use 
please follow instructions carefully.
1.Drum cradle handles 55 gallon steel drums. See "operation" section for proper operation 
of cradles.
2.Make sure spigot is in proper position before tilting. Do not roll drum once the cradle 
and drum are horizontal.
3.Only tilt drums that are standing upright on floor. DO NOT tilt drums from pallets or dollies.
4.Wheels on cradle help facilitate the movement of cradle into storage location. When 
moving a loaded unit, move it slowly. DO NOT move cradle long distances.
5.DO NOT roll loaded units down inclines.

ASSEMBLY
NOTE: During assembly allow parts to fit loosely
See Figure 1
1.Bolt handle brackets (Part#6) to drum slings (Part#2).
2.Bolt both drum slings (Part#2) to top of side 
frames (Part#3).
3.Bolt the two cross braces together (Part#5, 
with slot holes on ends). Then bolt to the front 
of each side frame as shown in Figure 2.
4.Bolt bottom cross bar (Part#4, shortest of the
 three) to the bottom of the side frames 
As shown.
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See Figure 2
1.Place wheels (Part#7) on axles (Part#1). Turn cradle upside down, put axle clamps 
(Part#10) over axles, and bolt to side frames with hardware included (Part#9).
2.Turn the cradle over so that the wheels are on the floor. Position the unit so that the frame 
is as square as possible and tighten all fastening hardware. The drum look handle (Part#8) 
is stored in handle brackets under drum sling (Part#2).

OPERATION
1.Approach drum which is standing upright on floor. DO NOT tilt drum from pallets or 
dollies onto cradle. 
2.Position cradle vertically next to drum.
3.Place barrel toes at base of drum and push slightly under drum.
4.Continue to push cradle against drum until sling assembly touches drum. Then place 
chime hook over drum. To insure proper drainage make sure drain on drum is centered 
between cradle sides and is facing cradle.
5.Grab extended handles with both hands. Place one foot on lower axle for leverage. Then 
pull straight back making sure chime hook has a secure hold on drum. Continue pulling until 
unit and drum are in the horizontal position.
6.After unit is placed in the desired location, slide handle in for storage.
7.Loaded cradles can be moved, though long distances are not recommended. Only roll 
loaded cradles on level surfaces. DO NOT roll down an incline.

MAINTENANCE
1.Check bolts and nuts often for tightness.
2.Check handle occasionally for any signs of damage or cracking.
3.If damaged, remove from service immediately and repair.
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PARTS DIAGRAM

Description Qty. Description Qty.Part No.Part No.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Axle 

Drum Sling

Side Frame

Bottom Cross Bar

Cross Brace

2

2

 2

1

2

Handle Bracket

3" Polyolefin Wheel

Handle & Hook

Bagged Hardware

Axle Clamps

2

4

1

1

4



Northern Tool + Equipment Co.,
2800 Southcross Drive West

P.O. Box 1499 Burnsville, MN 5337-0499
Made in China

              WARNING
Some dust created by power sanding, sawing, grinding, drilling, and other construction 
activities contains chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer, birth defects 
or other reproductive harm. Some examples of these chemicals are:

Lead from lead-based paints
Crystalline silica from bricks and cement and other masonry products, and arsenic and 

chromium from chemically-treated lumber.

Your risk from these exposures varies, depending on how often you do this type of work. To 
reduce your exposure to these chemicals: work in a well ventilated area, and work with 
approved safety equipment, such as those dust masks that are specially designed to filter 
out microscopic particles.

·  
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Tools
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